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Doug’s Corner 

I suppose it's no surprise, Spring is here; daylight savings 

time, flowers, and all the usual changes. It only happens 

EVERY year.  As the weather improves, so do the choices 

for Diablo events. This month we have DE 101, Avenue of the Giants 

Tour, a Driver's Education track day at Thunderhill, a Tech session 

at Livermore Porsche including Sharkwerks, and a San Francisco 

Cable Car tour. Check out this issue for the details and join the fun. 

When you are checking out an event, be sure to look and see if it 

has a limit on the number of attendees. Many of our events this year 

have limited space for a variety of reasons. And, we expect many of 

them to sell out in advance. So, if you see one that interests you, 

don't wait too long to commit or you may be left out. 

Our growth and the increase in our number of events has helped  

focus the board on membership communication improvements. We 

are in the process of updating/reconstructing the Diablo website.  

You probably already noticed some of the changes. Keeping our 

budget and volunteer time in perspective, the reconstruction will take 

several months. We expect the site to remain useable and show im-

provement on a regular basis. I want to thank Steve Jones, Ed Won, 

Kay Maloy and Walt Lietz for their input, ideas, and many hours put 

into making this better. It is a work in progress, so please be patient 

as we work through changes to make it more friendly and useful.  

We are aware that some members are not receiving the weekly e-

mail blasts and are working on a solution. We understand that this is 

an important news source for the Region. The board is also consid-

ering an online "Goodie Store" option and we hope to have an an-

nouncement soon. The plan is to give all Diablo members access to 

a number of different items from hats, shirts and jackets to coffee 

mugs etc. that have the Diablo Logo. 

If you have been looking for a late model Porsche, and want to see all 

dealer's inventory, nationwide (or by distance from your zip code), 

check out the Porsche Pre-Owned Car Locator at www.porsche.com/

usa/approvedused/usedcarlocator. I'm not sure if this site is common 

knowledge.  USA Porsche Dealers list hundreds of cars there with 

file:///C:/Users/Kay/Kay/Diablo%20Newsletter/March_2013/www.porsche.com/usa/approvedused/usedcarlocator
file:///C:/Users/Kay/Kay/Diablo%20Newsletter/March_2013/www.porsche.com/usa/approvedused/usedcarlocator
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relatively accurate descriptions. You can even do a detailed search 

for only cars with features such as sports exhaust, sport seats, or 

PASM. It's easy to specify Certified Pre-Owned, if you so desire. I've 

been looking a little bit, but I need more time to really research my 

next Porsche.  But it will probably come from this site. 
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DE Program Review 
 

In lieu of Mike Roberts (DE Chair) submitting a column this month, 
the following information is to familiarize Diablo Region members 
with the specific elements of our DE Program that makes it unique 
and different from others. 
 

 Monitor all driver sign up levels and follow-up personally with 

those drivers we don’t know 

 We only allow Porsches 

 Appeal to relatively late model cars which are driven to/from 

the track 

 Track Orientation/training 

 A tech process, for which the driver is responsible  

 A form, which is a legal disclaimer and a signed statement that 

driver complies with the 30 day rule 

 ‘Grid-Tech’ 

 We do Parade laps to orient drivers to the track and driving  

conditions 

 Limited event size and run groups 

 Relatively conservative Passing Rules and protocols 

 Well-coordinated, experienced instructors monitor students, 

leaders monitor groups, CDI monitors instructors and group  

leaders 

With advancing car technology, durability and performance, (stock) 

car component failures are a reducing cause of incidents at track 

days. Cars are faster than ever before, so increasing emphasis on 

training the driver is appropriate. 

In addition to these elements, Diablo offers Track Introduction and 

Driver Preparation classes prior to the actual track event. The  

purpose is to get the members who are registered to drive at the 

scheduled event and those interested in getting more information 

about what the DE Program is, together  with experienced drivers  
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and instructors to discuss: 

 Safety Inspections—who is offering them  

 Equipment for the track 

 Attire 

 What to expect upon arrival at the track 

 What to expect during the day 

 What each of the flags mean 

 Driving tips and techniques 

 Review of a video of the track that will be driven 

 

There are many individuals who volunteer their time to make the 

track event and this additional presentation take place. If you are not 

interested in driving on the track, you can still get involved with the 

excitement and fun by volunteering to assist with the many tasks that 

take place at the track. 

If you are interested or have any questions, please contact Mike 

Roberts, DE Chair at dechair@diablo-pca.org or Adam Cipriano, 

Track Registrar at trackregistrar@diablo-pca.org. 

 

The next Track Day Preparation is being held Saturday, March 2nd 

at Civic Park Community Center Lounge, 1375 Civic Drive, Walnut 

Creek from 9:30 to 12. See you there!! 
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Welcome New Members!! 

New Members 

Comet, Michael 2003 Boxster S, Yellow 

Durant, Famoosh 1999 Carrera, Silver 

English, Wallace 1997 911, Silver 

Johansen, Richard 2012 911, Silver 

Yuen, Jacky 2011 Cayenne S, Black 

Total New Members:  5 

 

Transfer-In Members 

Andres, Larry Transfer from Cal 
Inland (CAI) 

2007 Cayman S, Blue 

Braun, Jeffrey Transfer from 
Roadrunner (RRR) 

2007 Cayman S, Blue 

Choi, James Transfer from San 
Gabriel Valley (SGB) 

2006 911 Carrera, Black and 
2010 Panamera 

Total Transfer-In Members:  3 

Affiliate Members:    63 
Family Members:    375 
Primary Members:  654 
Total Members:     1092 
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2012 Awards 

At 
Blackhawk Museum 

At the beginning of each year, Diablo gathers to celebrate the 

achievements of the year gone by and look forward to the year 

ahead at our annual awards function. This year we met at the  

incomparable Blackhawk Automotive Museum in Danville, and by all 

accounts a fantastic time was had by all. 

The 120 attendees included Diablo Region members, award  

winners, sponsors and invited guests. The day started off with an 

awesome display of Porsches parked in the rotunda of the  

Blackhawk Museum for all to see and admire. Then a wonderful tour 

was given with a docent detailing the history of the automobiles on 

display in the museum. 

The day continued on a delicious note with an extensive buffet  

provided by Scott’s Seafood, with an informative presentation from 

Greg Brown, the editor of Excellence magazine. The event ended 

with the announcements of the award winners for 2012 award  

categories and the presentations of the awards, leaving the  

attendees committed to win an award next year. 

If you were not able to attend, please relive the day through pictures 

provided by Ken 

Wu and Frank 

Cunningham. 

 



15 

 

Docent Tour 

Members enjoying their lunch 
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Best Tour of the Year 
Patrick Schmidt and Ken Wu 
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Enthusiast Family of the Year 
Dave Ohst and Cathy Tonne 

Dummkopf Award—Ken Wu 
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Best Social Event of the Year 
Blackhawk Extravaganza 

Jacquie Lietz 

Enthusiast of the 
Year 

Ed Won 
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 Sponsor of the Year 
Porsche of Livermore  

Kevin Hanschke 

Also attending: Gunter 
Feldmeier, Porsche of 

Fremont 

Best One Day Tour of the Year 
Epicurean Napa Valley Play Day 

Lillie Echevarria 
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John Clever Award 
Kay Maloy 

Rookie of the Year 
Marc Giammona 

Directors Award for Program of the Year - 
DE Program 
Mike Roberts 
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President Award for  
Outstanding Achievement 

Mike Roberts 

Linda Schmidt and her  
award-winning quilts 
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Food and Friends 

Monthly Dinner 

 
Come join the fun, festive conversation with fellow Diablo members 

and delicious food on the 3rd Thursday of each month at: 

 Faz 
600 Hartz Avenue 

Danville, CA 

The group starts gathering at 6:30PM. 

Mark your calendars today for March 21st!! 
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Breakfast With Friends 
Walnut Creek Breakfast 

Start your weekend off with breakfast, friends and 

good conversation. Meet up at 8AM every Saturday at: 

 Buttercup Bar & Grill, 

  660 Ygnacio Valley Road 

  Walnut Creek, Ca  94596 

  located between N. Broadway and N. Civic Drive. 

Don’t forget to wear your name tag so everyone knows your name. 
This is a great way to casually meet other members and catch up on 
upcoming Region events. 

 

 

 

 

 

Tri-Valley Saturday Breakfast 

If you can’t get up in time to get to the Saturday morning breakfast 

at Buttercup Grill & Bar in Walnut Creek, drive over to Dublin and 

join a few hungry members at Mimi’s Cafe We meet each month on 

the 2nd and 4th Saturdays at 8:30AM. 

The next breakfast is scheduled for March 9th and again on  
March 23rd. We hope to see you there. We have tables reserved in 
the backroom. 

 Mimi’s Café  
 4775 Hacienda Drive, 
 Dublin, CA 

 Check directions at:  

http://www.mimiscafe.com/ 
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Super Bowl 2013 
 

Even though the 49ers didn’t triumph, the Diablo members who 

gathered at Walt & Jacquie Lietz’s home scored with food, fun and 

friendship. 

 

Created by Walt the Baker 

Ken Wu admiring the decorations & holding up the wall 
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NINERS SCORE!! 

Outdoor fans? 

Wall to wall fans 
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Save the Dates 
MAY 

4th & 5th  Mother Lode Tour 

 

19th  Dry Creek Winery Tour 

 

26th  Wash N Shine 

 

 

 

Volunteers Needed 
Do you enjoy any of the events that are sched-

uled by the Diablo Region? They are organized 

and coordinated by members just like YOU. The 

following events absolutely depend on any and all 

members to step forward and help in any way 

possible: 

 Drivers Education Program 

 Wash N Shine 

 Annual Member Picnic 

 Planning Meeting 

 Annual Award Dinner 

 

Contact any Board member or Chair to let them 

know you are interested in helping out. We all 

Thank YOU!! 
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Saying GOOD-BY to winter!! 


