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Doug’s Corner 

Many Diablo members worked behind the scenes to make 

the Blackhawk Extravaganza a success. Last year we had 

75 attendees. This year it was 120. Over 40 pure Porsches, 

from 356's to 991's got to park in front of the steps leading to all the 

great cars inside the Blackhawk Museum. All three of our Region 

Dealerships were represented, Greg Brown, Editor of Excellence 

Magazine gave a fascinating presentation, and we handed out very 

deserved awards to a dozen people. Again, I want to thank Jacquie 

Lietz, Patrick Schmidt and Elsie Lum for putting the program to-

gether and so much more. Also, to Nancy Bocanegra for obtaining 

the needed trophies used in the presentations. This is only our  

second event of the year (the first, MVTF Tour was sold out) and we 

are setting high standards for the remaining 35 plus events on the 

calendar. Which ones are you planning to attend? 

These events and tours are really fun to work on. I learned a long 

time ago, you only get the most out of any club or association, if you 

both participate and volunteer. Get the most out of your membership, 

get involved and join one of our planning teams. You can e-mail me 

with any questions and I'll try to guide you to a role that works for all.  

Some of the major planning efforts go into Driver's Education, Wash 

n Shine, and the Annual Newcomers and Family picnic.  

When you visit any of the three dealerships in our Region, be sure to 

mention you are a member of Diablo PCA. They want to know who 

we are, and we want them to know our membership. Chances are 

good you will get a little extra attention, and likely a discount. This 

goes for all our other sponsors too.  

Walt and Jacquie Lietz are hosting two events this month at their 

house. The Superbowl on February 3rd and Movie Night on  

February 23rd. Check out the details in this issue. 

By the time you see this, the March 2nd & 3rd Avenue of the Giant 

Tour may be sold out, the March 15th Thunderhill Driver's Education 

day will be open for registration, and signups will be open for the St. 

Patrick's Day Tour on March 23rd. Unlike our Extravaganza last 

month, all these events have limited spaces, so don't wait too long. 
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   By Mike Roberts, 

   Driver Education Program Chair 

Off and running for 2013, our March 15th event is open for registra-

tion. Once again, our format will include a classroom session for both 

new track drivers and experienced, who like to compare notes, pick 

up tips and share experiences. More to follow very shortly - keep 

watching the website for further details. 

We will be going to Thunderhill again on September 5th, which will 

guarantee sunny dry weather, plus we have Mazda Laguna Seca on 

November 26th, which will be immediately after two days of PCA 

GGR. 

This year, deciding to use new technology to help my driving I did 

two things, I upgraded my latter-day Smartphone for one of today’s 

genuine smartphones! What a revelation...I can now time laps,  

overlay satellite GPS data, analyze cornering speeds, split times and 

simultaneously record the video evidence. All this can be done with 

mounting the phone to a sucker attached to my windshield. It doesn’t 

even seem to impact battery life that much...but even if it does, I 

have a phone charger connected anyway.  Uploading recordings and 

data to a website happens automatically and I can calculate, graph 

and view my driving inconsistencies...! 

The second thing I did was buy some new driving shoes which are 

comfortable and allow me to better bridge the wide gap between 

brake and throttle for ‘heeling and toeing’. My legs are too long to 

enable me to bend my right foot outwards in driving position, but at 

least my new shoes make it easier to blip the throttle when braking. 

It makes a big difference for a relatively small outlay and well worth 

making sure they are comfortable when walking around the pits too. 

If you went to the Blackhawk Event on Sunday 27th you will have 

seen that the Diablo DE Program was recognized with a couple of 

awards which were great recognition for the hard work we have put 

in over the last 15 months. I would like to thank everyone who 

helped and contributed. For details of what we did, look back to the 

Advocate article in December. 
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The team is growing. You’ll see Jeff Urnes and Mike McDonald as 

Chief Driving Instructors, Kay Maloy managing events at the track 

(and behind the scenes), Adam Cipriano managing the critical  

connection of Motorsportreg.com, as well as Ed Won, Dave Ohst, 

Chris Fortich, Steve Jones,  Dan Lederman,  Ken Wu, Tom Daven-

port and Carlos Bocanegra. Thanks for your help everyone. 

We have a monthly conference call to catch up on activities and 

plan. Let me know at dechair@diablo-pca.com if you would like to 

join in… 

 

mailto:dechair@diablo-pca.com
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Affiliate Members:    62 
Family Members:    379 
Primary Members:  659 
Total Members:     1100 

Welcome New Members!! 

New Members 

McGee, David 1999 Carrera, Blue 

Orgera, Mark 2007 C4S, Black 

Suttkus, Randle 2002 911 

Total New Members:  3 

 

Transfer-In Members 

Eaton, Terry Transfer from 
Golden Gate (GGR) 

2010 911 & 1973 911  

Menon, Ramesh Transfer from 
Connecticut Valley (CTV) 

1995 993, Black 

Peartree, Kenneth Transfer 
from Golden Gate (GGR) 

1994 968, Red & 1972 911 

Sargent, William Transfer from 
Alaska (AK) 

1964 356C 

Total Transfer-In Members:  4 
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Military Vehicle Technology Foundation 

Tour 

By Steven Vest 

A crisp and clear Saturday morning greeted the 30 or so Diablo  

Region members that gathered at Mimi's for the first tour of 2013 to 

"The Military Vehicle Technology Museum" in Portola Valley. Most of 

us who gathered there probably had no idea of the magnitude and 

scope of the collection we were about to see. After a short driver's 

meeting with tour leader Lillie Echevarria, we formed two run groups 

and we were off. 

L igh t l y  used 

roads greeted our 

Porsches as we 

s p e d  w e s t  

towards the San 

Mateo Bridge, 

and then to even-

tually wind our way up to the beautiful Crystal Springs area. After 

briefly stopping to assure all cars were regrouped and gathered, we 

continued on to the Redwood and Oak tree lined Skyline Blvd to-

wards Alice's Restaurant for our brief respite stop. What a tranquil 

area! Many people who enjoy back-road tours of the coastal penin-

sula seem to find their way to this crossroad area. Frequented by 

touring cars, motorcycles, and bicycle riders, this is truly a one of a 

kind place, and can be quite bustling on weekends. 

Off again, we were on 

our way to Portola  

Valley for lunch at  

Portola Kitchen. A 

great time was had by 

all as we sat outside 

under the welcome 

heaters, and enjoyed 

dining on tasty and well 

prepared entrees cheerfully served by their gracious staff. 

Departing in timely fashion for our One o'clock date at the museum, 
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we threaded our way through the tranquil emerald green rolling hills 

of Portola Valley. What a secluded gem this area is for the fortunate 

that reside there! It is a true retreat from the Silicon Valley congested 

developments. Arriving at the Museum, we found our way up a long 

private entrance to arrive in a truly grand courtyard surrounded by 

immense buildings with a lineup of heavy tanks waiting for us. We 

parked our group in front of the massive tanks and eagerly awaited 

the tour to start. 

We were not to be disappointed as for the next 2 hours we were 

given one of the most interesting, informative and stimulating tours I 

have ever experienced. Our tour docent, Neil, delivered the descrip-

tive narrative in such a way that he was able to weave the personal 

experiences of the fighting men who served in these machines, their 

technological development, and their design successes and failures, 

as well as their place in determining the pivotal outcomes of WWI 

and WWII. 

This private collection of over 250 military battle vehicles was the 

brainchild of Jacques Littlefield. The Stanford Alum grew up not far 

from where this collection resides on his massive estate of hundreds 
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of acres of prime Portola Valley hillside beauty. His collection of mili-

tary armor is truly one of the most comprehensive in the world, if not 

the most! It is truly amazing that one person starting out in the mid-

seventies could assemble this collection on his own and doing the 

needed restorations as well. Unfortunately he lost his ten year battle 

with cancer in 2009 at the young age of 59. 

The collections focus, while having many other examples, is mainly 

on the development of the heavy armored battle tank, and the  

complete restoration of these rare pieces. Most of them were  

painstakingly disassembled and laboriously rebuilt to exactly as they 

were when new!! The collection traces the history of armored fighting  

vehicles with examples of some of the first that appeared towards 

the end of the First World War, all the way to the first Gulf War, with 

extensive examples of tanks from World War II. Many of the 
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examples are extremely rare, some being among only a handful that 

still exist of their models. American Amour is well  

represented as would have been expected, but the real surprise is 

how many fine examples of German and Russian Armour this  

collection has, including an extremely rare Tiger Tank that was  

designed by Professor Ferdinand Porsche. 

We all exited this tour surprised by how engaging this museum tour 

was and impressed at the ability of one man to engineer such an as-

tounding collection on his own motivations! We also all left with a 

profound awareness of how brave these soldiers were, and how 

hard these machines were to live, operate and fight in, and how they 

required substantial sacrifices by all the fighting men who bravely 

served in them. 
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Pictures provided by Lillie Echevarria and Steven Vest. 
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What a Small World 
Imagine getting ready to go on a Porsche tour 

one Saturday and arriving at the beginning desti-

nation and running into your neighbor. 

Well, that is exactly what happened to Steven and 

Wendy Vest. They have been members for a long 

time and joined new member, Stephan Shultz to 

a great day enjoying the Military Vehicle Technol-

ogy Museum Tour. 
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Spotlight on: 

Pacific Power Motorsports 

There is a unique auto repair service that loves to focus on 

German cars, and it is located in Walnut Creek. Pacific 

Power Motorsports owners – Eric Leman, Wayne VanNors-

dall, and Jeff Kost are not only knowledgeable of and own-

ers of German cars, but they also love to spend time at the 

track running their Porsches. They are members of PCA and 

both Golden Gate and Diablo Regions. 

Eric has over 20 years of mechanic experience, as well as 

many years racing motorcycles, stock cars and Porsches. He 

also serves as the head mechanic. Wayne loves German cars 

and has been involved in Porsche racing since 1995. Jeff has 

been driving BMW and Porsches competitively for over 15 

years. 

The business was founded in 2006 and was originally  

located in Concord. They relocated to Walnut Creek in  

November, 2011 to be closer to their customer base. They 

continued to offer specialized service and setup for track 

cars, but over time have expanded their business beyond 

Porsche to include professional service, repair and diagnos-

tics for Audi, BMW and Mercedes Benz automobiles. Never 

to pass on an opportunity, those also have a good reputation 

for working on customers’ big and powerful tow vehicles, 

including expertise with diesel engines.  

Drop in and ask Eric about their brand new Hunter align-

ment machine, introduce yourself as a Diablo member and 

watch for an upcoming announcement of a visit after a  

Saturday morning breakfast. 
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Food and Friends 

Monthly Dinner 

 
Come join the fun, festive conversation with fellow Diablo members 

and delicious food on the 3rd Thursday of each month at: 

 Faz 
600 Hartz Avenue 

Danville, CA 

The group starts gathering at 6:30PM. 

Mark your calendars today!! 
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Breakfast With Friends 
Walnut Creek Breakfast 

Start your weekend off with breakfast, friends and 

good conversation. Meet up at 8AM every Saturday at: 

 Buttercup Bar & Grill, 

  660 Ygnacio Valley Road 

  Walnut Creek, Ca  94596 

  located between N. Broadway and N. Civic Drive. 

Don’t forget to wear your name tag so everyone knows your name. 
This is a great way to casually meet other members and catch up on 
upcoming Region events. 

 

 

 

 

 

Tri-Valley Saturday Breakfast 

If you can’t get up in time to get to the Saturday morning breakfast 

at Buttercup Grill & Bar in Walnut Creek, drive over to Dublin and 

join a few hungry members at Mimi’s Cafe We meet each month on 

the 2nd and 4th Saturdays at 8:30AM. 

The next breakfast is scheduled for February 9th and again on  
February 23rd. We hope to see you there. We have tables reserved 
in the backroom. 

 Mimi’s Café  
 4775 Hacienda Drive, 
 Dublin, CA 

 Check directions at:  

http://www.mimiscafe.com/ 
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Attention Diablo Artists!! 

How would you like to design the logo for the 2014  

Parade to be held in Monterey? 

Zone 7 has put out a request to the Regions in Zone 7 to 

design logos that could be displayed on merchandise at 

this year’s Parade. 

If you are interested, the logo design must include the 

dates of Parade: June 15-21, 2014. The deadline is mid-

March. 

Design ideas or questions are to be sent to Parade Coor-

dinator: Susan Brown at brown@websense.com 

For examples of past logos, visit the following web site: 

www.pca.org/Activities/Parade/PastFutureLocations. 

aspx 
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Congratulations Bill!! 

40 Years with PCA 


