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Doug’s Corner 
By Doug Wiebe 

Part 1 

The Keller Winery tour on February 11th was great!  We had 

a big turnout (including other PCA regions), nice weather and good 

food. We saw many multi-million dollar, very rare cars in both un-

restored and restored condition. Thanks to Lillie and Bela for putting 

this together. 

We had a standing room only turnout for our very first DE 101. Lot's 

of good information for newcomers and those thinking of doing, or 

already signed up for a track day. Thunderhill DE on March 16th is 

filling up fast and may sell out. Thanks to Mike Roberts and his DE 

team for getting us off to a great DE start this year. 

For more track fun, check out our Driver's Education and car control 

day at Infineon on May 17th. In partnership with Hooked on Driving, 

we have some new options we are trying out. Want to see what your 

car does at the limits in a low speed very safe environment? Think-

ing of doing a track day, but not quite sure what it's like or if it's for 

you? This is a great way to find out. One option available this day is 

to do some slower speed driver control events and get a real demo 

ride on the Infineon track. The details are in this issue. 

Walt and Jacquie have been busy hosting events at their house 

again. We had the first Wash n Shine planning meeting February 

21st. We have many new sponsors this year and Sentinels of Free-

dom is this year's charity. Even though we have an "experienced" 

Wash ‘N Shine team, it requires many volunteers to make this a suc-

cess. The next planning meeting is March 7th. Now all we need is 

good weather and lots of participants on May 27th.   

On February 25th, we toured Africa (via photos). Lillie presented 

some of the photos and stories of her latest Africa trip. Soup, salad, 

refreshments, and an excellent presentation made this another fun 

event. Thanks again to Lillie. Yes, it was at Walt and Jacquie's house 

too. 

And of course there are other events this month, depending on your 
interest. Just read on and watch your e-mail for updates. 

Continued on Page 6   
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Continued from Page 5 

Part 2 

I haven't driven the new 991 yet. But I will. Saw it on a lift (without 

the rear bumper and wheels) and it is VERY impressive mechani-

cally. I like the looks too. It is a little bigger (nice to take stuff and for 

my long bones to fit better) lighter, (better for lots of reasons), more 

power (always good), better fuel economy (with gas approaching $5/

gal, yes) and much more complex. Now that last one has me a little 

concerned. I still want one… 

Doug 
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Confessions of a DE Day addict…. 

Is it just me, or…are my DE Track Day compulsions 

taking hold? 

Every time I look at my tires, the tread seems to 

vary…sometimes it seems like they have plenty of wear left, some-

times they look worn on the outside. So I turn the steering wheel to 

full lock to make sure I can see the whole tire. 

But the rears are harder to see…and my brakes – it’s a while since I 

looked at the pads. They must be worn by now…and I need them to 

have at least 50% left to go to Thunderhill…so I take the wheels off 

one by one so I can see both sides of the pads – and inspect all of 

the tires. 

And then when I’m driving the car – is it pulling to the right or is it the 

rough patch of road I’m on? Do I need an alignment? The camber 

levels out – it feels OK now. But them I’m on rougher road again, 

and the Carrera’s steering wheel starts to dance in my hands, like 

the front wheels are square. Are they out of balance? But it’s OK, it 

was another random challenge on the variable road surface testing 

ground, which most people know as ‘The 580’. 

I go to bed at night reading ‘Going Faster’ by the Skip Barber School. 

Not sure how many times I have read it…there’s a lot in it. Funny 

though, next day I can never seem to remember what I read. 

And when I’m on the road, I start to think more of lines. Today, wait-

ing to turn left at one of our larger intersections, there’s a big SUV 

sitting in the lane to my left, also waiting for green. The dotted line in 

front of us describes a simple arc through the intersection into the 

lanes we want. Easy. Yet, the SUV ignores the dotted guidance and 

goes straight-line for the other side, necessitating hard braking, an 

early apex, and the inevitable track-out into my lane! A nice late apex 

gets me on the gas early, so by the time my lane is invaded, I’m long 

gone…and I haven’t even broken the speed limit. 

I’m also practicing my heeling and toeing. (That’s when you apply 

the brakes while simultaneously using the throttle to meet the higher 

revs as you downshift). A few years ago, I asked a driving coach 

how I could get better at this – he said to sit in the car, engine off and 

practice…applying the brakes and the throttle. 

By Mike Roberts 
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Continued from Page 9 

Ever tried to explain to your spouse why you are spending a solitary 

evening, sitting in a quiet car, imagining you are driving it? The sin-

cere ‘are you, um…OK?’. ‘Yes, I’m practicing heeling and toeing’! I 

can just hear her on the phone to her friends…”I’m a bit worried 

about Mike - he’s spending hours in the garage, just sitting in his car. 

At least he’s not making car noises but, he’s just sitting there….”. 

I’ve printed out the Safety Inspection form a few times now. When I 

sign up, I usually print it immediately. Then I can’t find it, so I print 

another. I even start to fill out the sections. Then, on the day of the 

Safety Inspection, I print another and as I put it in the glove-box and I 

find the other two… 

I Google the track. At Thunderhill you can now put the little figure on 

it and go for a walk around like you can with Infineon or Laguna. But 

not all of it, as you try to go over turn 5, it switches to a photo of two 

blokes on bicycles. But you can get a good aerial view and see the 

shape of the turns. And hey Microsoft, why isn’t Thunderhill on Forza 

4? 

My preference is not to look at on-line Forums too much. Some infor-

mation is OK, but you do wonder if the post giving you advice on 

alignments and setup is actually being written by a 12 year old game 

addict whose understanding comes from an electronic drop-down 

menu. Not only that, but on-line, every minor mechanical problem 

seems of epidemic proportions leading to the instant reduction of 

your five year old Porsche to scrap values. 

Apparently, 85% of men think they are better than average drivers. 

We know that, they are all on-line freely giving each other advice! 

I always get a bag of stuff together a few days before. Torque 

wrench, windshield cleaner/wipes, a few tools, some engine oil and 

brake fluid (although I have never had to use either on the day),  

paper towels, tire pressure gauge, pyrometer (an impressive device 

to be seen with at a track day, which spits out lots of information you 

can’t understand), plus my file and a pen to record pressure and 

temperature readings, another empty bag to receive the things I will 

take out of my car and my driving gloves and shoes. 

Continued on Page 11 
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Continued from Page 10 

One time, I got to Willows before I realized I had forgotten my  

helmet… 

Which goes to show that you can take your fun seriously as long as 

you don’t take yourself too seriously! And if you take your fun seri-

ously, we’ll see you at the next DE Event, Thunderhill Raceway Park 

March 16th. Diablo Friday…sponsored by Fremont Porsche. 

Even if you are not going to the track, come out to our safety inspec-

tions, hang with us and get your car inspected for free. Fremont Por-

sche, Saturday, March 3rd , 9am – 1pm and Kahler's Werkstatt, 

Tuesday, March 6
th
, 6pm to 8.30pm. No need to call ahead, just drop 

in. 

Safety Inspections 
for 

Thunderhill 
Friday, March 16, 2012 

Porsche of Fremont Kahler's 

5740 Cushing Parkway, Fremont 6117 Dougherty Rd, Dublin 

Saturday, March 3rd Tuesday, March 6th 

9AM—1PM 6PM—8:30PM 

Refreshments provided 

Interested in Porsche History? 
George Lagusis, one of our members (over 25 years), has two 
collections of publications he would like to pass on to someone 
who wants them. 
He has Panoramas dating from 1985 through 2011, about 26 
years. He also has copies of the 356 Registry from 1985 
through 2007. 
He is wanting to just give them away to someone who is willing 
to come and get them. He would really like to give them to-
gether, but will give up each separately. 
Just contact George at 415-772-7870. 
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  Meet Satoshi Iwahashi aka Tosh 

1. What first interested you in Porsche? 

I have had Porsches for the past 34 years before joining club in 

2009.  

2. What was your first Porsche and why did you purchase it? 

I have had a 911S; it's sporty, fast and handles well on curvy roads.  

3. What are your interests (hobbies)?  

My hobbies are fly fishing, collecting Asian antiques, skiing and most 
outdoor activities. I also love to travel, having been to Japan, 
Europe, China and Africa.  

4. What type of work do you do and if you are retired, what did 

you do? 

Working as landscape design and construction, arborist, and con-
sulting.  

5. What is your current Porsche? 

Currently, I drive a 1973 - 911T sport-o-matic and a 912 Targa  

3. What do you like about your Porsche? 

I like them for their lightweight handling on the winding roads.  

7. What options do you wish it included? 

Options I like: suspension package, sport and exhaust mode.  

8. Is this your daily driver and if not, when do you drive it? 

I try to drive my Porsches as often as I can, for weekend errands, 
tours, PCA functions and some 912 registry, early 911 group func-
tions.  

9. What type of driving do you like to do (i.e. spirited, country 

winding roads, long interstate trips)? 

 I love driving on spirited and winding roads  

10. What activities do you enjoy doing with the Diablo Region? 

My favorite activities are the Monterey Historics in August, James 
Dean tour to Cambria, and our Saturday breakfasts.  

Porsches  

  and the People Who Drive Them 
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Continued from Page 13 

11. Is there any particular event that stands out as most enjoy-

able? 

The most outstanding event has been Rennsport, especially driving 
on the track  

12. If you could have any Porsche, what would it be and why? 

My most desired cars are the Carrera GT and the 959; they stylish 
and rare. 
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Food and Friends 

Diablo Region members are now meeting at Buttercup Bar & Grill, 

660 Ygnacio Valley Road, Walnut Creek, Ca  94596, located be-

tween N. Broadway and N. Civic Drive. Breakfast is every Saturday 

at 8AM. Be sure to wear your name tag! This is a great way to casu-

ally meet other members and catch up on upcoming Region events. 

 

 

 

Pleasanton Saturday Breakfast 
Additional Saturday added! 

If you can’t get up in time to get to the Saturday morning breakfast 

at Buttercup Grill & Bar in Walnut Creek, drive over to Pleasanton 

and join a few hungry members at Vic’s All Star Kitchen. We meet 

each month on the 2nd and 4th Saturdays at 8:30AM. 

The next breakfast is scheduled for March 10th and again on March 
24th. We hope to see you there. Vic’s is located at 201 Main Street, 
Pleasanton. We have tables reserved in the backroom. Check direc-
tions at:  

http://www.vicsallstar.com/about.htm. 

 

 

 

 

New Location for Monthly Dinner 

There is a monthly dinner held the 3rd Thursday of each month. Faz 

is located at 600 Hartz Ave., Danville. The group meets at 6:30PM. 
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Diablo Region’s Selected 
2012 Non-Profit Organization 

is 

SENTINELS OF FREEDOM 

One of the on-going objectives of the Diablo Region is to ensure we are 

consistently tuned into the needs of our community and we determine what 

our members can do to “give back” and support those needs. In an effort to 

meet this objective, the Board has decided the Region should select one 

non-profit organization that gives back to our community and support that 

organization throughout the entire year through promotions at our various 

events. The organization for 2012 is Sentinels of Freedom Foundation in 

San Ramon. 

Sentinels of Freedom Foundation is a non-

profit veterans’ organization that provides up 

to four years “life scholarships” to help vets 

become self-sufficient. The support from the 

community comes in the form of money, 

time, goods and services, housing and trans-

portation. 

The Mission of Sentinels of Freedom is to 

provide life-changing opportunities for men and women of the U.S. Armed 

Forces who have suffered severe injuries and need the support of grateful 

communities to realize their dreams. 

The foundation was established in 2004 by the father of three Army Rang-

ers, Mike Conklin from San Ramon, when one of his sons was wounded in 

Iraq in 2003. 

Our first event to support the Sentinels of Freedom Foundation is the 28
th
 

annual Wash ‘N Shine on May 27
th
. There will be raffle tickets sold for 

chances to win several prizes. Be sure to come out and show your car and 

buy some tickets to support our veterans and try to win prizes. 

There will be announcements throughout the year when we will be high-

lighting contributions to Sentinels of Freedom. However, you can make con-

tributions at any time by mailing a check directly to the Foundation at PO 

Box 1316, San Ramon  94583. If you have questions or want to find what 

other opportunities are available to assist, call 925-380-6342 or visit their 

web site at info@sentinelsoffreedom.org. 

 

Diablo Region members care! 

mailto:info@sentinelsoffreedom.org
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Primary Members:  614 

Affiliate Members:    59 

Family Members:     367 

Total Members:      1040 

New Members 

New Members 

Brunetti, Jeffrey J. 2002 911 Turbo, Black 

Cox, Steven 20070911 C4S, Blue 

De Leuze, John 2012 Panamera 

Freitas, Michael J. 2005 Boxster S, Silver 

Fung, Thomas 2011 Cayman, White 

Hull, Ronald A. 1967 911, Blue 

Roake, Thad A. 2011 Cayenne, Black 

Winkler, Carl J. 2007 Cayman, Red 

Total New Members:  8 

 

Transfer In Members 

Colombotos, James T. 
Transfer from Golden Gate (GGR) 

2002 996, Silver 

Mukai, Russ K. 
Transfer from California Central 
Coast (CCC) 

2008 Boxster S, Blue 

O’Neill, Michael 
Transfer from Golden Gate (GGR) 

1995 911 C4, Silver 

Total Transfer-In Members:  3 
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Keller Estate Wine and Auto Tour 
by Walt Lietz 

Who is Arturo Keller and why does he have almost a $100 million 

dollars in old cars stored at his Sonoma County winery?  As we 

walked through the Keller Estate wine caves on Saturday, February 

11 seventy PCA members were asking the same question.  

It all started after our weekly breakfast in Walnut Creek. Lillie 

Echevarria called us together in the parking lot of the Buttercup 

Pantry and gave us 

our maps and re-

minded us of the PCA 

rules - lights on, no 

speeding, watch out 

for the car behind you! 

- and then we headed 

out the parking lot, 

past Sears Point 

(Infineon Raceway), 

and up Lakeville High-

way toward Petaluma. 

The Keller Estate sits just off the highway on a beautiful piece of land 

overlooking the Petaluma River. As we drove up Lillie pulled us 

aside. Jacquie and I waited to see if the $150,000 Panamera Turbo I 

was driving was worthy of being included in the photo opportunity 

she was organizing in front of the main entrance. We finally parked 

alongside the rest of the Porsches and got our picture taken. 

We were happy to see members from the Golden Gate, Loma Prieta 

and Redwood regions and our Zone 7 representative, Sharon Nei-

del, waiting for us in front of the winery as the guards opened the 

first automobile hall (it could not be called a garage) and we poured 

in. On the right stood three fully restored Duesenbergs, then there 
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were Bentleys, Jags, a few Rolls and lots of older cars which were 

harder to identify. We were in the America-English wing of the Keller 

collection. Many of the cars were winners at Pebble Beach Concours 

D’Elegance  and others were winners of notable races around the 

world. 

Next stop was the Italian collection housed in its own hall across the 

winery courtyard. A sea of red cars greeted us. A few Ferraris but 

many more Alfas were on display. We were not allowed to photo-

graph the collection so if you missed the tour you have to hope for 

your own invitation to 

see it all. The third 

and fourth wings of 

the collection were 

not open for us and 

this included the Ger-

man cars. We can 

only imagine which 

Porsches were in 

there.  

Arturo’s daughter, 

Ana, met us at the 

wineries reception desk and took us on a tour of the wine caves and 

the production facility. She explained how the soil changes from the 

river bank to the top of the hills and how this allows Keller to grow 

many different kinds of grapes. Keller Estates is unique in that it 

grows all the grapes for all their wines on their own property.  After 

the tour,  we went upstairs to our private tasting room where we 

sampled several wines and enjoyed meeting the members from the 

other Zone 7 regions. On our way out we each received a bottle of 

2006 Keller Estate La Cruz Vineyard Sonoma Coast Syrah and we 

were off to lunch in Novato. 

Lunch was in the Fireside Room at 

the Wild Fox in Novato. Our Zone 

7 rep reminded us  that we have a 

great opportunity to attend Parade 

this year in Salt Lake City and that 

Legends of the Autobahn will 
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again be in Carmel during Historic Race 

Week in Pebble Beach. After lunch, it was a 

quick ride home. Thank you Lillie for a won-

derful tour! 

BTW - Arturo’s dad was a Swiss engineer 

who emigrated to Mexico many years ago. 

His son started a company to manufacture 

automobile spare parts there. These parts are 

now exported all over the world and are used 

on most makes of cars.  We were privileged 

to see his private car collection not open to 

the public.       

The gang looks intrigued 

Tanks of yummy wine! 
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Heading to lunch 

<< Lillie, our Hostess 
 
 

Sharon  Neidel  >> 
 

Photographs provided 
by: Walt Lietz, Carlos 
Bocanegra and David 
Bush 
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New Advertising Partnership Program 

for Diablo Region 

2012 brought us not only a new year and a new Board 

of Directors, but new opportunities to review ways to 

make the Region more successful and to continue 

with old programs while using new methods and  

policies. 

Ingrid Plooy, our Advertising Chair, met with a small 

committee of members with the intent of putting  

together a new advertising program that would focus 

on benefiting both the Region and the advertisers. 

In Ingrid’s research, she discovered that we were 

charging a very low rate for advertising in our 

monthly newsletter compared with other Regions. 

Other Regions also supported some form of Partner-

ship Program with their advertisers as well. 

In addition to changing the ad rates, we also have as-

signed one person to be the main contact for each 

Partner. This allows the Partner to understand what 

events we have throughout the year and to determine 

which events and how much they can contribute. We 

can get away from the “nickel and dime” approach we 

had in the past. 

The Partners receive printed versions of The devil’s 

Advocate for display in their businesses as part of the 

Program. The web site is also being revised to gener-

ate a link connection between Diablo’s web site and 

the web site for the Partner. 

If you are going to be leading a tour or putting to-

gether a social event and may be needing some assis-

tance from one of our Partners, please contact Ingrid 

at advertising @Diablo-pca.org to find out who the 

contact is. 
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A Day at Infineon  

Thursday, May 17, 2012 
 

Diablo Region has been given an opportunity to join 

Hooked on Driving for two events at Infineon Raceway. 

You can make your choice: 

 Drive with Hooked on Driving for a $25 discount of 

the $345 price (discount only for Diablo Region) 

OR 

 Drive a Car Control Fun Day in the Paddock, have a 

“coach” demo ride on the track with HOD, including 

lunch priced around $50. (Open to Diablo PCA mem-

bers  and their immediate families) .  

Registration will be limited. 

If you are interested in driving the track with HOD, 

contact Mike Roberts at dechair@diablo-pca.org to get 

the special code for the discount. 

More details will be made available as the  
planning is completed. 
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For Sale 

RECARO Seats 

 Excellent Condition 

 Brackets fit early Porsche 911 

 May be possible to adapt to other cars 

 Best seats I have ever had 

 Set of 2; must sell together 

 $500 each 

 Contact: 

  Frank Cunningham 

  gofec@att.net 
  925-609-9481 

  www.AllCarCentral.com 
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