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2009 Diablo Region Board of Directors 

Steven M Jones  President   president@diablo-pca.org 

Warren Gardner  Vice President  vicepresident@diablo-pca.org 

Kay Maloy   Secretary   secretary@diablo-pca.org 

Jim Edmunds  Treasurer   treasurer@diablo-pca.org 

Phil Eskildsen  Nametag Guy  nametags@diablo-pca.org 

Kay Maloy   Newsletter Editor  editor@diablo-pca.org 

Linda Boyd   Social Events   events@diablo-pca.org 

Jerry Torres   Advertising   advertising@diablo-pca.org 

Ken Wu   Membership   membership@diablo-pca.org 

Special Advisors to the Board 

Eugenie Thomas  Past President  pastpresident@diablo-pca.org 

Larry Sharp   Zone 7 Representative larrysharp@comcast.net 

Committee Chairs and other Positions 

Autocross Chair  Eugenie Thomas  autoxchair@diablo-pca.org 

Charity Coordinator Open 

Chief Instructor   Scott Pope   chiefinstructor@diablo-pca.org 

Concours Chair  Open 

Merchandising  Open  

Rally/Tour Chair  Open 

DE Registrar   Mike Ciopyk   trackregistrar@diablo-pca.org 

Track Chair   Luis Soler   trackchair@diablo-pca.org 

Webmaster   Anthony Mendoza    webmaster@diablo-pca.org 

 

Mailing Address:  Diablo/PCA 

    P O Box  30667 

    Walnut Creek, Ca  94598 
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FUTURE DIABLO REGION EVENTS 

Jan 17 > Thunderhill DE Event 

Jan 24 > Breakfast South 

Feb 1 > Super Bowl party 

Feb 21 > Awards Dinner 

Feb 28 > Powder Coating dis-
cussion, Lunch & Wine 
tasting 

Mar 21 > Lodi Wine Tour 

Apr 25-26 > Yosemite Tour 

Apr 27-May 1 > Ladies Mexican Cruise 

Apr 18 > Bocce Ball and Lunch 

May 24 > Wash ‘N Shine 

May 31 > Newcomer BBQ 

Jun 20 > Napa Tour 

Jun 13 > Mystery Tour 

Jul 18 > BBQ 

Aug 22 > Tour de Jour 

Sep 12-13 > Paso Robles Tour 

Sep 26 > End of Summer BBQ 

Oct 3 > Oktoberfest 

Oct 17 > Coastal Tour 

Nov 14-15 > Feather River Tour 

Nov 20 > Planning Meeting 

Dec 5 > Holiday Party 

Jan 30 2010 > Anniversary Award 
Dinner 

Feb 13 2010 > Go Carts 

Feb 27 2010 > Dublin Ski Trip 

Mar 14 2010 > St. Patrick’s Day Party 

 

PCA / ZONE 7 REGION EVENTS 
Jan 7 > Zone 7 Awards Brunch 

Nov 28—Jan 15 > Model Trains at Black 
Hawk 

Jun 28-Jul 5 > Parade 

Aug 11-16 > Monterey 

GOLDEN GATE REGION AUTOCROSS 
SCHEDULE 

Mar 21 

Apr 18 

May 16 

Jun 20 

Jul 25 

Aug 22-23 

Sep 26 

Oct 24 

Nov 21 

 

IN THIS ISSUE: 
 Page 2—Board of Directors 

 Page 3—Events 

 Page 4—President’s Letter 

 Page 5—Porsche’s Record Profits 

 Page 6—Thunderhill DE Event Flyer 

 Page 8—Zone 7 Awards Brunch Flyer 

 Page 9—Charity Auction Flyer 

 Page 10-New Porsche Museum 

 Page 14-New Photos of Panamera 

 Page 16-Black Hawk Museum Flyer 

 Page 18-New Members 

 Page 20-Holiday Party Pictures 

 Page 22-Annual Awards Dinner Flyer 

 Page 24-Yosemite Tour Flyer 

 Page 26-Super Bowl Flyer 

 Page 29-Advertiser List 
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The Inside Line 

by Steve Jones 

This month let me start with rec-
ognition and thanks. Maureen 
Torres completed her service as 
member of the Diablo Board of 
Directors and editor of our news-
letter in December. Either role requires a signifi-
cant commitment of time and energy, and serving 
as editor of the Advocate is all too often a thank-
less, unrecognized job. So a big "thank you" to 
Maureen for a terrific job. 

Larry Sharp has completed his term as Zone 7 
Representative, a vital role he has filled with dis-
tinction within the Porsche community of North-
ern California and Nevada. Thanks for your dili-
gent service, Larry. PCA National President Pres-
cott Kelly announced our new Zone Rep on De-
cember 17th: Sharon Neidel. I had a chance to 
speak with Sharon after the Zone presidents’ 
meeting in November, and I can tell you she's ex-
cited to take on her new role. 

Diablo's planning meeting on December 6th was 
a resounding success, and I'd like to once again 
thank the members that made the time to attend 
and participate in the event. We placed over 25 
events on the 2009 calendar aside from recur-
ring events like our monthly dinners, and a few 
penciled in for the beginning of 2010. Look for an 
announcement about the new calendar soon if it 
hasn't already happened by the time this is pub-
lished. 

And I hope the nearly 60 members that attended 
our holiday party on the 13th had as good a time 
as I did. I was especially pleased by all the new 
faces enjoying the great setting and food at Por-
sche of Fremont, and hope to see more of these 
folks and others in the coming year. And while I'm 
at it, a big thank you to Gunter and the crew at 

Fletcher-Jones for making such a great venue 
available to us.  

I'd like to thank Linda Boyd and Jim Edmunds for 
putting those events together; our success is a 
reflection of their hard work before, during, and 
afterwards. And I'd also like to thank the entire 
2008 Board of Directors for the great year we 
had, and welcome Francisco Cabrita and Kay 
Maloy aboard starting in January. In addition 
we've had a number of volunteers step forward to 
help with events, the goodie store, and other func-
tions that you'll read more about in future issues 
of the Advocate. 

Looking ahead:  the Zone 7 awards brunch is be-
ing held at Scott's in Walnut Creek on January 
10th. Diablo has a great drivers education oppor-
tunity on January 17th. The price simply cannot 
be beat, so if you've been thinking about finding 
out what DE is all about this is an outstanding op-
portunity. For those in the South who can't make 
it to the Walnut Creek breakfast, we'll be back at 
The Red Tractor in Dublin on Saturday, January 
24th. And for those who love football, Jacquie and 
Walt Lietz are hosting a Diablo Super Bowl party 
on Sunday, February 1st -- stay tuned for more 
details on this event. 

Finally, you never know what you'll see when you 
travel. I recently returned from central Colorado 
and saw something... "unusual" on Interstate 70 
near Grand Junction. Researchers I've consulted 
are skeptical, but I believe this is part of the revi-
talized product line that Detroit's automakers are 
rolling out. I've seen stretch limos, stretch SUVs, 
stretch Hummers, but clearly the market for 
stretch pickup limousines has been critically un-
der-served -- until now... 

Drive safely everybody. 

--Steve. 

 

  
The devil’s Advocate Page 4 



Porsche Achieves New Records in 

Profit, Turnover and Sales 

from Jill Beck, PCA Newsletter Committee Chair 

 

Stuttgart. Despite the global economic down-

swing, Porsche Automobil Holding SE, Stuttgart, 

has set up new records in the business year 

2007/08 (31 July), with profits, turnover, sales, 

and production reaching new all-time highs. The 

ongoing success of the Company served further-

more to once again create more jobs within the 

Porsche Group. Porsche is nevertheless not able 

to escape the significant slump in demand which 

has hit the entire automotive industry this autumn 

and therefore expects a decrease in sales in the 

current business year 2008/09. 

 

The business year 2007/08 was the most suc-

cessful year ever in Porsche’s 60-year history, 

with Group profit before taxes increasing by 46 

per cent to 8.569 billion Euro. This significant 

jump in profit was again due to special influences 

in connection with the holdings in Volkswagen AG, 

Wolfsburg, Germany. Porsche’s operative earn-

ings before taxes have developed most satisfacto-

rily. Corrected for special effects from hedging 

operations as well as the interest result of Por-

sche SE, it amounted to around one billion euros. 

Increased development costs incurred i.a. for the 

fourth Panamera series, for the hybrid drive in the 

Cayenne, for new, reduced consumption engines 

and for new vehicle models, proved a burden on 

the result. 

 

This development was more than set off by posi-

tive effects from cash settled share option trans-

actions by which Porsche participates in changes 

to the stock exchange price of the VW shares. By 

way of these transactions the further acquisition 

of VW ordinary shares is being hedged. The con-

tribution to profit from these transactions 

amounted to 6.834 billion Euro (previous year: 

3.593 billion Euro). At the end of the business 

year, the holding in VW amounted to 22.3 per-

cent of all shares. The profit attributable to Por-

sche amounted to 1.007 billion Euro, of which 

160.4 million Euro were a cash inflow in the form 

of a dividend. 

Higher special dividend proposed 

The Group annual surplus (profit after taxes) was 

up 51 percent to 6.392 billion Euro in the period 

under review. The earnings per share, corrected 

for splitting, were 35.94 Euro (previous year: 

23.98 Euro) per ordinary share and 35.95 Euro 

(previous year: 23.99 Euro) per preferred share. 

Porsche shareholders shall benefit from this. It 

will be proposed to the annual shareholders’ 

meeting to be held at Porsche Arena in Stuttgart 

on 30 January 2009 to pay another dividend of 

0.694 Euro per ordinary share and 0.70 Euro per 

preferred share as well as to increase the special 

dividend to two Euro (previous year: 1.50 Euro) 

per ordinary share and per preferred share in 

consideration of the high one-off earnings. As a 

result, the total distributed would climb to around 

472 (previous year: 384) million Euro, which 

would correspond to an increase by approx. 23 

percent. 

 

Cayenne achieves impressive success 

in the market 

In all, the business year of Porsche Automobil 

Holding SE under report shows very positive re-

sults. Turnover went up by 1.3 percent to 7.466 

billion Euro. Sales by the 100 percent subsidiary 

Dr. Ing. h.c. F. Porsche AG increased by 1.2 per-

cent to 98,652 vehicle sales. This growth was 

fuelled first and foremost by the Cayenne series. 

Increasing by 34 percent to 45,478 units, sales 

of Porsche’s sports utility vehicle reached a new 

record level. Despite the changeover to the new 

911 Carrera in the second half of the business 

year 2007/08, sales of the 911 model series, 

amounting to 31,423 units, were only 16 percent 

below the previous year’s very high figure. The 

Boxster series, finally, which also includes the Cay-

man, accounted for a total of 21,747 units sold, 

16.8 percent less than in the previous business 

year. 

 

Porsche Group workforce for the first 

time with more than 12,200 employees 

Total production in the business year 2007/08 

was 105,162 units, an increase by 3.3 percent.  
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Cont from page 5 

The Leipzig Plant worked to its absolute capacity 

limit, with 48,497 units of the Cayenne coming off 

the production line, more than ever before. Com-

pared with the previous year, this represents a 

growth rate of 34.1 percent. Production of the 

911 in Stuttgart-Zuffenhausen was 34,303 units, 

a decrease by twelve percent. Overall production 

of the Boxster series, finally, was 22,356 units 

(down 16.3 percent). 

 

Reflecting this successful development, the num-

ber of Porsche Group employees was up 5.5 per-

cent to 12,202. New opportunities have arisen 

mainly in research and development, in sales, in 

the Leipzig factory, and in the two subsidiaries 

Porsche Consulting and the management and IT 

consultancy company Mieschke Hofmann und 

Partner (MHP). 

 

Outlook: Porsche also affected by the 

general downward trend 

Porsche Automobil Holding SE expects a signifi-

cant drop in sales in the current business year 

2008/09. The signs of a severe decrease in de-

mand in the automotive industry are unmistak-

able the world over, and it is virtually impossible to 

calculate further developments particularly in the 

USA, Porsche’s largest single market. 

 

Porsche will hardly be able to escape this down-

ward trend, so that currently we do not assume 

that we will be able to repeat the high total sales 

of the previous business year. This is indeed 

borne out by revenue and sales figures in the cur-

rent business year from 1 August to mid-

November 2008, which indicate that turnover in 

the first four months of the business year 

2008/09, that is up to 30 November 2008, will 

be slightly above two billion Euro following 2.36 

billion Euro in the same period last year. Sales 

show a similar development, amounting to 

25,200 units after 30,700 units year-on-year. 

The exact figures for the first four months will be 

published by Porsche in the Interim Report due in 

mid-December 2008. 

 

Despite the decrease in sales, Porsche upholds 

its policy not to grant discounts from the factory. 

Instead, production is being scaled down to re-

flect actual demand in the market. The Zuffen-

hausen Plant will remain closed on seven days up 

to the end of January 2009, after production 

ceased for the first time on 21 November 2008. 

Since the employees’ working time accounts are 

well filled due to the high level of production ca-

pacity last year, this balance can be achieved with-

out reducing the number of working hours. Por-

sche expects the next significant move ahead in 

the upcoming business year with the launch of 

the four-door, four-seater Panamera Gran Tur-

ismo. 
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New Porsche Museum to be 
opened on 31 January 2009 

from Jill Beck, PCA Newsletter Committee Chair 

Stuttgart. In the new Porsche Museum 
the final preparations are made for the 
opening on Saturday 31 January 2009. 
At last, now that the scaffolding has 
been removed, it is possible to see to 
the full extent the bold architecture of 
the building at the head office premises 
of Dr. Ing. h.c. F. Porsche AG in Zuffen-
hausen: The 5,600 square metres of ex-
hibition space are supported on just 
three so-called cores of reinforced con-
crete – hence just seeming to hover in 
space. Inside the building the majority 
of approximately 80 exhibits are already 
in place. 

In the other areas of the new building – 
amongst them the museum workshops,  

the museum shop, the Porsche archive, 
an exclusive restaurant, a bistro and the 
capacious event areas – a team of ex-
perts are busy putting the finishing 

touches. Three days after the ceremo-
nial opening, which takes place on 
Wednesday the 28 January 2009, the 
doors of the new Porsche Museum will 
be flung open to welcome the first visi-
tors. On a daily basis, apart from Mon-
days, the exhibition can be viewed for 
an admission price of eight Euros 
(reduced price: four Euros). Children up 
to the age of 14 get free admission 
when accompanied by an adult. 

The restaurant on the second floor – 
which has both a view through the glass 
facade onto the Porscheplatz as well as 
through the glass partition into the exhi-
bition itself – has its own separate en-
trance and is also open at hours differ-
ent from those of the museum itself. 
With the new museum and its range of 
catering facilities additional capacity for  
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conferences, company and private  

conferences, company and private 
events in exceptional surroundings will  

come into being. We have already re-
ceived hosts of inquiries.Interested par-
ties can get more detailed information 

from the internet on www.porsche.com/
museum. 
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http://kahlers.com/
http://pacifichvacdepot.com/


Looking for places to go or things to do?  
Be sure to check the Diablo Region calendar to stay on top of our activities 

(http://calendar.diablo-pca.org). 

  
The Saturday Morning Breakfast every Saturday at 8AM at  
Marie Callender’s in Walnut Creek at 1101 S. California Blvd. 

  
The Third Thursday Dinner held the 3rd Thursday of 
every month at 6:30PM at 
Strizzi’s in Danville at 3456 Camino Tassajara. 
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Porsche Presents First Photos of 

Four-Door Panamera Gran Turismo  
from Jill Beck, PCA Newsletter Committee Chair 

Stuttgart. Roughly nine months before the actual 

market launch, Dr. Ing. h.c. F. Porsche AG, Stutt-

gart, has released the first official photos of the 

Panamera in its final look. In its design, profile and 

silhouette, Porsche’s unique four-seater stands 

out clearly as a new member of the Porsche fam-

ily. Conceived and designed as a four-door grand 

touring sports car, the Panamera combines nu-

merous talents in typical Porsche style: sporting 

driving dynamics, a generous and variable inte-

rior, and the supreme driving comfort of a Gran 

Turismo. Joining the 911, Boxster and Cayman 

sports cars as well as the sporty SUV Cayenne, 

the Panamera is Porsche’s fourth model series.  

The designers of the Panamera have succeeded 

in positioning this unique car as a brand-new and 

truly different model while nevertheless retaining 

the looks of a typical Porsche. Through its propor-

tions alone, the Panamera stands out clearly in its 

market segment: measuring 1931 millimetres or 

76.0 inches in width, the Panamera is wider, and 

measuring 1418 millimetres or 55.8 inches in 

height, lower than comparable four-door models. 

The unmistakable, sleek GT silhouette is created 

by the car’s overall length of 4970 millimetres or 

195.7 inches and short, sporting overhangs front 

and rear. In its styling and details, the Panamera 

follows the design philosophy refined over dec-

ades on the 911 and successfully implemented 

also on the Boxster, Cayman and Cayenne. 

Through its design language alone, the Panamera 

will establish a new segment versus the competi-

tion. The symbiosis of sports car DNA derived 

from the looks of a coupé, the unique interpreta-

tion of the classical saloon body and the benefits 

of a variable space concept give the new Porsche 

its truly unmistakable appearance. As an example, 

the Panamera comes with highly individual, 

strongly contoured air intakes instead of a con-

ventional radiator grille. Striking wheel arches and 

the long and sleek engine compartment lid create 

that typical 911 “landscape” at the front end of 

the car the Porsche customer has appreciated 

for no less than 45 years, with the distinctly con-

toured wings as flanks bordering on the flat front 

lid. The V-shaped seams along the engine com-

partment lid and the rear win-

dow tapering out like an arrow to 

the rear convey the features 

characteristic of a sports car to 

the new, highly individual Panam-

era class. The striking, muscular 

shoulders over the rear wheels, 

the dynamic sweep of the coupé-

like roofline, and the visible tail-

pipes again bear out all the DNA 

so typical of a thoroughbred Por-

sche. 

The elegant roof arch extends 

stylishly over the generous inte-

rior, simply begging the beholder 

to get inside. Like all Porsche 

models, the Panamera is oriented in every re-

spect to the needs and wishes of the driver. But 

now, thanks to the new concept of space and the 

sporting architecture of the interior, the car’s 

occupants are also able to experience this special 

“pilot feeling” on all four seats. All four occupants 

enjoy supreme ergonomic comfort on both the 

front seats and the two firmly contoured single 

seats at the rear. The luggage compartment eas-

ily takes up all the passengers’ luggage. The vari-

able space concept with its folding rear seat back-

rests enables the driver and passengers to adjust 

the luggage space individually to their personal                  

     

 Cont. on page 15 
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requirements. And last but not least, the coupé 

tailgate in the sporting rear end combines supe-

rior suitability for daily use with stylish elegance. 

Porsche has developed superior and up-to-date 

power units for the Panamera again reflecting all 

the qualities typical of the brand – the V-engines 

within the engine compartment come with six and 

eight cylinders and range in power from 300 to 

500 bhp. Some of the engines use turbocharger 

technology, Direct Fuel Injection making them 

both fuel-efficient and powerful all in one. The flow 

of power to the wheels goes either through a 

manual six-speed gearbox or the new seven-

speed Double-Clutch Gearbox, the so called Por-

sche-Doppelkupplung 

(PDK).  

In addition to sporting 

rear-wheel drive, the top 

version of the Panam-

era comes with even 

more sophisticated all-

wheel drive, which is 

also available for the 

other versions as an 

option. As a further 

highlight, Porsche is 

preparing a particularly 

fuel-efficient version of 

the Panamera with hy-

brid drive. Further de-

tails on the engines, 

transmissions, performance, prices and equip-

ment will be disclosed next spring. 

The Porsche Panamera will be built at Porsche’s 

Leipzig Plant, where a production hall measuring 

some 22,000 square metres or almost 237,000 

square feet and a logistics centre are currently 

under construction. While the engines featured in 

the Panamera are built at Porsche’s Main Plant 

in Zuffenhausen, the painted bodyshells will be 

supplied by the Volkswagen Plant in Hanover. The 

Leipzig Plant will then assemble the Panamera for 

final delivery, with an annual sales target of some 

20,000 units. Porsche is once again cooperating 

largely with German suppliers in 

the production of the Panamera, 

with some 70 per cent of the 

car’s overall value being created 

domestically. Hence, the Panam-

era is most definitely a car  

“Made in Germany”. 

The Panamera will be making its 

world debut in spring 2009 and 

the first models will be at dealers 

worldwide in late summer of next 

year. 
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A Special Opportunity 
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Primary Members 564 

Affiliate Members 416 

 Total Members 980 

New Members:  

     Michael W. Tsang 1998 911 C2S—Arctic Silver 

     Affiliate: Christine Tsang (Wife)  

     Jeremy G. Waen 1999 986—Arctic Silver 

Transfers In:  

     Richard J. Griffin 2008 Cayman S—Black 

 

  
The devil’s Advocate Page 18 



 

  
The devil’s Advocate Page 19 



The Diablo Region annual Holiday Party 
was held on December 13th at Porsche 
of Fremont. Those who were able to at-
tend could feel the warmth of great 
food, friendships and fun filling the 
showroom. Check out the smiles  Frank 
Duran was able to capture during the 
event. There are more photos  to be 

seen at http://dia.pca.org/. 

 

Holiday Party 
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Annual Awards Dinner 

The devil’s Advocate Page 22 

When: February 21, 2009 

Time: 6:30 No Host Cocktails 

Where:  Hong Kong East Ocean  
 3199 Powell Street 
 Emeryville, CA 

Cost: $45 per person. Send your check payable to Diablo 

PCA to Diablo PCA, PO Box 30667, Walnut Creek, CA 

94598 by February 13 

RSVP: Linda Boyd at events@diablo-pca.org by February 13 

Note: There is a No-Host bar and a corkage fee of $15 

Important Action Required:  

 Your nominations for the categories listed on the  

following page need to be submitted to Linda Boyd at 

events@diablo-pca.org by January 31, 2009. 



 

Nominations Needed for our Annual 

Awards to be held February 21, 2009  

Forward your nominations to Linda Boyd at events@diablo-pca.org  

  

 

 

Categories: 

 Most Enthusiastic Member 

 ·Most Enthusiastic Family 

 ·Best Event 

 ·Rookie of the Year 

 ·John Clever Award (member who goes beyond in dedication and contribution) 

 

 Here is a list of the 2008 Events to help you with your nominations: 

Jan—New Years Rally, DE Tech Inspections, DE Instructor School at Thunder-

hill 

Feb—Annual Meeting & Awards 

April—Havana or Bust Tour, Fioli Gardens Tour, DE Tech Inspections, Drivers’ 

Ed at Thunderhill 

May—Wash N Shine, Newcomers BBQ 

June—Half Moon Bay Tour, Covered Bridge Tour, Diablo Mille 

July—Zone 7 Gimmick Rally 

Aug—Tour du Jour #12, Summers End BBQ 

Oct—Oktoberfest Party, DE Tech Inspections, Drivers’ Ed at Thunderhill 
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Our Advertisers: 

 ACC All Car Service 

 Alan Kingsley CPA  

 Big O Tires  

 Elaine Endsley – Real Estate 
Consulting & Planning  

 Gavin Autoworks  

 Harbor Bay Realty  

 Hooked on Driving  

 Kahlers  

 M. Boyd Construction  

 MCE Racing at Thunderhill  

 Molly’s Travel  

 Pacific HVAC Depot  

 Pacific Power Motorsports  

 Picazo Vineyards  

 Porsche of Fremont 

 Rocco’s Full Sports Bar  

 Roger Kraus Racing  

 Suncoast Parts  

 Vineyard Specialties  
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